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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jon~x A. Er Vean, a
citizen of the United St‘ltesrregldmd at Nor-
folk, in the county of Norfolk and “State of
Virginia, have invented a new and useful
Para achute, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to parachutes, and
more particularly to parachutes to be used
in connection with aeroplanes, balloons, or
the like.

It is u known fact; that due to the ma-
chinery, truss rods, and other elements
which go to make up an aeroplane, it is with
exceeding difficulty that aviators, or pas-
sengers of an aeroplane, may descend there-
f_rom by the use of a parachute, due to the

fact that the ordinary parachute now in use,
requires great space to houge the same, when
not in use, in order that the parachute will
properly unfold at the proper time.

It is therefore the primary object of the
present invention to provide a parachute
which will unfold instantaneously when the
jump is made, thereby obviating the neces,
sity of the s sheer dr op, of one to three hu
dred feet, that is necessary with ordin
parachutes and making possible a
fifty feet from earth, with absolute

A further object of the invent;
provide a housing or casing for
chute, wherein the pamchute ma;
into a comparatively small spaee’with no
chance of the same being héldjor caught,
whieh might prevent the sa from unfold-
ing when “the jump is made.

With the foregoing anc
view which will appexs
proceeds, the 1nwnt10n
nation and arrange
details of construc
and claimed, i

other objects in
@ the description
sides in the combi-
£ parts and in the
hereinafter described
being understood that
changes -in the ecise embodiment of the
invention herei isclosed, may be made
within the scope of what i is claimed without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

Referring to the drawing :—

Figure 1 illustrates a side elevational view
of a parachute constructed in accordance
with my invention.

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the same.

Fig. 8 is a fragmental view showing the
spring in detail.
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Fig. 4 illustrates the parachu
within its housing, and

Fig. 5 is a perspective vie
for the housing.

Having reference to the dr wing in detail,
the reference character. &.d Slgnates the
parachute’s cover or body, Whlch 1s made of
canvas or duck, or other suitable material
capable of being foldéd into a small pack-
age, and one Whlch will unfold to its open

position, in the cvent th{rt the same is to be -

brought into op
This body 5¢ 1s,316referably formed of a
plurality of cexmectm‘r _segments 6, radiat-

vent permzts V\predetermmed amount of air
to pass theréﬂ}roufrh, when the parachute is
in operation, or being used by a person m-‘_ _
making a descension.

provided with spaced pockets, forme

uitable means, not shown, the pockets be-

Flat metalhc spring members 11, having
their ends 12 and 13 positioned w1th1n the

ywer inner edge of the body, at _
etween the edges 8 of the se ments 7
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léather strips 9 secured to the body by g

ing also housed by the fold or inturned edge V
10 of the body. r

g0

pockets, by the same are held in position in.~ -
the body, and prevented from displacement,- "
to insure the operation thereof, when the de- i

vice is to be unfolded, and blou«rht into use.

The supporting cables 137, have their re-
spective upper ends connected to the lower
edge of the body of the parachute, in spaced
relation with each other, as at 14, the lower

ends thereof extend downwardly and have

connection with a closure 14’ ncluding a
circular frame, which is formed of sectional
metallic members 15, adjustably secured to-
gether, at their ends, as at 16, the frame sup-
porting a suitable wire mesh or other suit-
able fabric.

The bracing members 17, have their upper
ends connected to the body of the parachute,
at points remote from the points of connec-
tion between the body and supporting cables

18/, the lower ends thereof extend down-
vardly and have connection with the sup-
porting cables 137, as at 19. Tt will there-
fore be seen that swinging movement of the
supporting cables with relation to the body,
1s prevented and the strain directed to the
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: body, is distributed throuOhout the lower
~ edge thereof.
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‘moment the jump is made.

horizontal bar 20,.is supported at the
lower end of the supportmg cables 13’, by
means of the depending cables 21, said hori-
zontal bar forming a seat, or means by which
the person using the parachute may be se-
cured thereto, during the descension.
. 'When the parachute is not in use, the same

is 'properly folded, so that the metallic

springs take the posmon as shown by Fig. 4,
the same being shown as folded mwardly
and held in such position by means of the
cover 22, which as shown, 1s substantially
cone- shaped and receives the folded body
of the parachute, the closure 14’ being then
positioned over the open end of the cone-
shaped cover 22, to prevent the metallic
springs . from forcmtr the parachute from
its position within the cover.

In operation, the cover is removed, instan-
taneously releasing the parachute at the
The foregoing
operation is caused by the metallic springs
11 expanding to the limits of their expan-
sions, thereby forcing the lower edge out-
wardly to form a complete circuit.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the

opening of the parachute is instantaneous, ,
due to the action of the springs 11, and that/

air is not relied upon for causing 'the para:
chute to open. =

1 341,794

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed is:
. 1. In a parachute, a ﬁex1ble body portion,
the lower edge of said parachute being
turned upwardly and inwardly, substantlally
flat metallic springs positioned within the

pocket formed by the inturned edge of the
parachute, supporting cables having their

upper ends connected to the lower edge of

the parachute, a cover for the. parachute, and
a closure for securing the p‘;rachute in the
cover.

2. In a parachute, a

ible body portlon,

‘the lower edge of said body portion heing

inturned to form apocket, auxiliary pockets
within the first menhoned pocket, metallic
springs having“theirends p0s1t10ned within
the auxiliary. poqkets a cover for the para-
chute when the sare is in its folded position,
supporting cables depending from the body
of the par;{chute, a closure connected to the
lower ends)of the supporting cable, and
adapted( thclose the. cover, when the para~
¢ is in'its folded position.

>testimony that I claim the foregomg
as myaown I have hereto affixed my signa-
% m: in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN A. EL VEAN.

"Witnesses :
B. F. CARTWRIGHT, Jr.,
Wn. H. LaupEr.
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